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The 320th Bomb Group broke all past records this month for
4 <
: combat activity cnd results obiainea, ciiice its puriicinstion ia the
= ’
medittercnion Theatre ci Uperations. It clso cialked up tie first 3-26
N :
. . [
' night wmission ilowa in tids theatre in outstanding fashion.
i Duri ;mb J..tnu‘.ry l%h the 320th beubardient CGroup :
| ’ a. I:.u l;,.cd in 22 cerbot viscions-
o . 1"101.' 616 coubat soirtics
1
c. l'lc.. 16 veather norties
d. Lroppe. 867.67 tens of boumbs on terpets locited din Lucly
¢. Lose 11 &/c; 5 due to flek, 4 due to BE/i, ond 2 fer otner
reasons
f. Destroyea 1L E/A in che »ir zad ca The :,.‘ouuu, xrob: bly
f cestroyed 2 i/ and doudcd 2 byn e 5
i+ Lost Y crews dus vo fluir und fi;uters $i
e,
Attoened to tiis outline is o sketen drevm by Col. b, I, hocciuk, ‘j-f,*;
L of Group &-1, elso knovn o the Muad Ruscicn,"  which vividly portr.ys o
' 320%h Bowo.rdaent Groud liistory since itc ¢ctivotion up to Februsry 1, E,
78
1944, Caronolosiczlly ti.e fellouiny sccues wre ciiotn = activition, ¢lli- l
?
cabor, clouds wad wun, Florida ~ lroop i in vo iQw - iMich -ud Cuips, zir .
raid sitelter, knglend - Bout aclivities, sizlind to wiricd - Uren, La Senia, i
N o o s
Taforoui, Kelizone sud conJitions pertsinin | thereto - Party ot La Senia - :
t
viork with bBe-l7 out.i;\.t - F=38's roproceniin, cscerv - lentsseuic, iossicault,
il Bethon and Ddededidu - sipit misuion at Yecdnio , vrecent beee, Lorer
" ' ; »
target - Figure 320 is vicible in the gketch, h
| i
1
; v?_

. L.t - N .
RENAES CoLeT s Y .. N . - . P T
-~ . (IO . ~ AT, - J . H - .
- b »r. . - - § N



SN L 7 -~ Y

(s
.. - LI -—‘-—-.-\‘_ - "—. —T‘-——_ Cowereme AW tume (W wihamtn P N ea—. ® Gl - - r— e
OURTI S Tol sGaY &

Sheot No, _2 VWit L1*RT, 320th_Soubvsrda it Geuy

Deciemornn Adr Bnne

tonth of Jdanunry o Wb . Propored vy _darycy Jheriva, od bl sdir Corwns

ana £, ¥, lLicKee, 1/u t.

— - oy -
-

- — — s - —

oy | , .

PO

S AU o)
4 (U IS .
et e e G fem o . com—————a . l———— — s e +, s % e it mp——

\ PHOTO WLrFitniEl Y0 1i OUTLING PO e X0 UL, COLY Ul 320TH LO0LBARDLIENT
CLUP Talie (oWt T paehllnY T, 10w

A -

piui’e

e

B

u o ¢
Tmtew

%

A .
o Y

T SERGERDD -
- = -4‘_;

- e T A

2
h
1
H
v
4

-_—

R
\

e ———————ay .
N e .r. v - i
™y Ly t - e, L
. swims ' L
A 4 -

\.
B

-~ R
mrer

4

e e s B e ot & > R Y- .: . o -
. . . -0 ot :
y NP IR e - 8 . . . .
{"‘..“.\-a":'\ﬁ -':‘.: e - oo .

i L ¢ ! . “rota
- . o * o . ‘ @
."\‘A"\.ﬂ. R R LSRR 4 B



N ..v ./ . ~ —_ ~ ‘a
L]
i —— i e e e e e m e e e .
: Sheot Lo, 3 ¥k LITKY, _-3'_2_0t21 E@Qo&:cj,icl}j;._ﬁmup ____]_3__60_2'359_5.'_@1;}1_1__ I % A T
Yenth o f Jonuary.  , Shh. Prepere by kuerey dhermen, 2nd Lo., Alr Corps
' . and &, F, wciee, 1/uit. - .
} IR e e
o, . ! . ] .
A 1. i The siren_ th ol the 320th Bombirdiment Uroup comprizing Uroup Head-
. o ; 1

| quarters.and 4 Sqguadrons, as of this date, numbered 33h Officers and Fli-

i ght Officers und 1184 Lnlisted iien. Tais figure was reduced during the .

' ¢
, t course of tuc nonth'as a number of Officers and £nlisted ken, x':ho,com}:let- '
- 4 . .
} . ' ed uleir tours. of duty,. departed for tae States for furiher orders. -
P T g, ' Bonbiny activities werc insujwrcied today for 1944 b'y the Group with E
\ P 1
- . its firel idecsion of the year. A 27 planc iormatbicn dropped 1000 1b., ‘
| Qemo's on the ZR/Brid;es at Ventiniglia, Italy. sa excellent pattern ;oi"
K o bomos bracketed both bLridges and at leact 2 spane of tne viest bridge wene_‘.'
| ‘ reported deicolished. leither f£lak nor fishiers vere encountered and all
, our a/c returned czicly to this basc.,
3. A CGroup Iformurtion of.28' B-26's tock off this morning to bomb the
B " | Rocasecea lii-hway Bridge, lealy. 500 1b, dewo's were droppcd on the tar—
got wnd heavy accurate rlak wae encounbercd. 3 u/c landed at Haples/Por-
| igliano A/D, 2 seriouély damagea by riak wnd tlie oviacr aceiny as escort,
’ E ; The remzinder of ewr u/c returned safely te the base though quite a few’
8 P
1 ere danged by flak. - ,
- | : I .
Le : 'Ole_man weather oaid no wdssion today. Tihds time Ua‘&pt. DeVoe 1'.'a,s‘ .
rignt Secause tire 17th and 319Uha did got to inexn tarcets put returned
4 with their boubs becruse of 10/10 cloud ccver.
| .o \ )
by g ) Siena L/Y, Itul], tas todi.yc targev. “the Group foraaticn uwas over
A} . .
i the target but no bewbs verc dropped because of weather, Uace of owr afc,”

on retwning crashlonced ond vas desiroyud. Tac crew is wifc,

A Group formetion of 38 B-2¢'s nud a repeater for tcdey and drogped .'.
55,5 tons of 1000 1b. doilos on e locasccca KHood Eridge. where wos an Soil~beo

excellent concentration of bombs in tie tir, ¢t orea wnd ©ll our a/c ret-\:

urned gafely, a nwiber ol Lhem dameged by flak., Lending of the a/c was, | .’

- mogientairly delayed when a 1000 lb. dewo, whicih having hun, up, was being s

-
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b K:jor John C, iiortgonery rcpor'cea %o roup today to assume his post

R

as Group Sur;eon replocing kdjor loore wio has been wrinsierred to the

15th Ldr Forces . ) . PR

~ Todey's tar_ct was the L/Y at Siena Iicly. 28 B-26's aropped 500

1b, demolition bembs on Urosetto ii/Y instca.d'bccausc the 1$ri;nary Larset .
vias totelly obscured by clouds. The Tor.ction wes uncscorbed and after |
: .
bracketing the iY/Y with an excellent pattern of boubs our 2/¢ returned
safely.,

Todays Group mdission vias unigue ior it morked the Iirst tiae a ﬁ—.«,‘é
nignt nicsion was {lowmn in the Theatre of Cpcre.tiom. A% 2000 howrs
3 L-26's, uxfxe:-corted, took off to bomd i‘loabino Iron and Steel liorks,
I‘Lul".- They dropped 24 x 500 1b, “denolitvion beubs on the target av 2143

L

.hour.'-:. Lrom 8500' znd re’burned safely at 2256 hours. .11 the bverbs landed
in the torget al;ca vith direct hits scorcd on inc vlast furncces «nd irom
and steel works building., On tae breckawwy, a lerje exnlesion liglted up
the torget erce wtnd iv vas aiflase o e ferwction lely the ltelien coast,
Lt., Col. Fletcucer wes ¥1i-ht Connandor and tiwe .om.u Headcuzriers ncr"onncl
nerticipating were Capt, srewer, Cupt, Cook, Copt. welsbury, Lt, Forberow,
Lt, Fergo, Li. liclds, and S,--,;t.‘z.upm.c.

The Headquarters £nlistcd ien's Club had its gala opening tonishp.

"0:5is" stood true to LY naie and the cvening was o howling success. It

will serve as an excellent cource of relosiation aud divercion for lne
men in their spore bowrs, Officers of Group licidou:rters and Bzsc and

licd Crosz persennel were guestc of the Club and a griend time was hod by

-~

all, .
Severzl Ofiicers acsipned to the i-2 zection of tie Yin air rorce in-s |

"Englend, visited Group today. They were purticwlerly intcrested in gather-

in; information regucrding tie mobility of our unit, for they vere ehjt,re-",
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13,

15.

16,

T

3-26's, weccciied, wove an excellent putlern ol "frogs® across the A/Dg

m

> . “e © tees e -

CNQ ke L. lChee, L1/O!T.

nannes in .'-..‘nici‘x e woved from gintion to surtion without disrupting Upera-
ticns. The facto they coapile should svrve then in :00d steud for the con-
templuoted invasion of Frince where mobility and effiicicncy of a unit vould
be dominant fuctors towverds tihe success ot 'n oper: tiun,

rome;/ Siampino A/D, Souil, wes hit todsy. 4 Urecup formatien of 36

Severcl o/c, - nuwer of buildin

2o and hangors were either destroyed or =
severely dimsed, Ceveral of ow z/c were demused by Zeak cnd 2 men were
eligntly injured. »1l our a/c retwrned solfcly to this base after encounter-
ing cevercl eneny a/c ind destroying one wi=109.

26 D-26's took off this morning to vomb Urvieto idl bridge, Soutil.
They were une:scorted cnd bracieted tihe brid.e witn wn cxcelleat pattern of
1000 1b. ceirolition bombs, scoring proboble hiits on tiae bridue and e
approacnes. Flak vas intense end accurate wnd thousir 16 of owr a/c vere
demaged, all rcturned cefely to this boce.

Lt. J. K. Sdverds of Group (-1 was prowobed o tie rank of Cantain
todry.

Orte iy/¥ znd hi.l brigge, Ivily, was tcdeys tar-ct. 4 foriwtion of
27 5=26"s dropped a f00d cenccinbrebion o1 1000 LL dewmos in the /1 but
misseq the bridge. ¢lak was heavy, intence ¢nd accursie 'nd severa 12-109"s

atbacked the rear of THE formmrtion. The lced ship piloted by L., Green,

with iajor hcCrery os Fli-iit Counimnder, was niit k7 flok 20 seconds Lefore

beiabs aviey cnd cou nt en {ire.,. The pilot centinucd hic bomd run, drovped

[ e—

[ S—

nis berbs and tnen fell below the feraztion wnd 7/6 cautes ierc seea to open.

Lt, Spaci's afe after finter attacke vms ceen witn bebtu oy ines smoking znd
headed couth in the vicinity of Lalze Vice «t 4,000" upparcnlly under conirol.
1 il-109 was probubly desireoyed ond 1 hi~109 was dwaged. Our Group lost

2 B-26's, 14 crew meibers, and 5 omen were vl itly injured,
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‘received a hezd injury due to flak over tne target.

Once again Orte HR Br::.df_‘e, It.aly, vwes the Group ta.rre'b. "A Group
formation of 28 B-26's dropped 1000 lb. deinolition bonbs on the target wit.hl"__
an excellent _concéntration across. the approaches and several hits scored . x
in the north portion of the /Y, «Flak was moderate and accurate and 20
B-26's were du\I‘ﬁuL.,CQ and 6 crew 1.1enbcr= vere injwred therefrom. L, Col.

[ 4
Fletcher, Group Commznding Officer and Flizht Commander on the mission-

[ —

1000 1b. dewos and 500 1b, demos with 6 to 24 howr delay fuses were drogped

on the terget in an excellent pattern. Ilarge exploszicns were observed and - -
a good number of ‘rolling stock were destroyed. 4ll owr a/c returned safely -
after encounterln'* moderate accurate flak wivich injured 1 crew member and

damaged 7 a/c.

Captain Duncaen reported for 'duty' today with Group S-2 in the capacity _' ;

of Army Lizison Officer, His outfilt is the Glasgow Highlanders, a British

um.t and he has a broad background regucrding giround troops.

b

Lt. J. E. ¥enzig who was on dctuched service at Group Headquarters,
setting up the Group mess returncd to his Squadroi.

Lt, John C. Edwards was appointed as Acting Commanding Officer of

‘the Lihtn Squadron, replacing kajor licCrory wno is ldgsing in Action.

Viterbo #/D, Ituly, was the Group terget for Loday. 36 B-26's took
off and dropped 500 1b, demos in a zood concentration across tie A/D,

Slight flak. was encountered and all our a/c returned safely,

A Group formation of 36 B-26's hit the Viterbo L/Y today. 4n excell- -

ent concentration of bombs covered the yards and large explosions were vis~
ible Tor several minutes after the form:lion leit the target. About 25

RR cars were destroyed and a number of buildings hit.

A fonmiliar target was the mission for today.

27 B-26's of the 320th Group took off to boib Piombino M/Y, Italy, ' .

£

Bridges north and south of Orv:Leto, Italy. Both bridges vere \':ell,brjackgﬁegl:'w" \
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with bowb:z but very accurate flak at the Uouth bridge took a heavy toll,

Then the final count was taken it showed, 2 B~26's lost; 1 B-26 missing;

11 B-26's damaged end 8 crew members injured by flak.,” This was the rough-

est day the Group has had in about 6 uwonths,

There was a Group meeting tonite of all Officers of tho various

14
Zxcitement ran high as Col, justin of the 42nd ‘ling told about

13

Squudrons.,
the new Allied landings to be made at davm tomorrow south of Rome. Ca;t.- i_fii
Duncan in interesting feshion covered the ground situation pertaining tﬁ;.'
the landings and Col, Austin stoeting he wes pinch hitting for Lt"Col. '

! Fletcher, very instructively discussed the part the Air Corps would play

in the Operation.

Capt. E. H. Drewer, Ass't. Group Operations Officer, wias appointed
, - .

Comnanding Officer of the A4hth Squadron to £ill the vacancy of Lt. J. C., .‘Eé,

Edwerds, vho is Miesing in Action,

Today's target vias aimed at isolating the new bridgehead and prevent i
the enemy from pouring in reinforcements. 34 B26's dropped 500 lb. &emos;
1 on the Road Junction at Vellitri, Itely, vicaving a; excellent patt?rn over :
tﬁe target, 1 B-26 crashed on take-off and wus destroyed; crew is safe,
one man suffered a broken arm and lcg. All owr a/ic retgrncd'safely from."
the mission.

- A @roup formatich?®f 33 B-26's took off to bomb the Road between.
Carsoli and Togiacozzi, Italy. Af£er reachin:, the terget arca they retur-
ned to this base with their bombs becaucze the'target was totally obscured

-by clouds. . . :

A

A - tiajor Macia, Group Execitive Officer, #io was on leave to ihe States ™%

|' after completing a.combat tour of duty, returned today.
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25+ Terni L/Y, Ttaly was the Group tar;st but due to cloud cover Rieti. '’ |

R /Y was bombed. An.excellent conceniratinn of bombs bracketed the center -
R | of the /¥, cutting the entire vidth of the yard, destroying upwards of - - )
RPN 20 RR cars in addition to the RR station .°;nd warenouses vhich received ..
i direct nits. Some of the q/c were'no'i‘; in a‘position to drop and all owr -,
- | a/c roturned safely. ' N ' ¢
T2y Lt. . T. Rucker of the ki3rd Squadron has taken over his new ditties
as As's.‘t.. Group Operations Officer, replacing Capt. Brewer who is now
Liith Squadron 1cor, : . S
Group Headquarters opened its new mess hall today, It is v{eJ_'L con-
structed of brick and has 3 sections; tae Officers iess, the Enlisted ien's

Mess, and the Kitchen, and the new setup will afford greater coafort in

messing, espécially in inclement weatiher. It would be opportune to ment- -

oo ion that Kajor O!'Toole, Adjutant, has an uncanny way of keeping it most

Secret within Group Headquarters, ihiencver steak is on deck, which is not

SN ~+ | often, so as to avoid a sudden flow of visitors, all most welcome, be
.' , : assured, but tllat‘vzoul;l 1‘:&:: the limited fécﬂities of the mess. On very :
w . ' rare occasions corehow the news doec lcak oub. . ;
; ‘ 27, . A Group formation of 34 B~-26's hit Terni k/Y, Ttaly, today. 4n e.:cc- %{?
ellent concentration covered the 3'r.~';rds and censideraole. rolling stock . ‘g
e . . vas destroyed, One stfdng of bombs landed directly on the Iron Works. “ 'E f}i
e :;light flak was encountered and all our u/c returned safely, o ‘ \’
S 28, | ' 28 B-26's took off this morning to bomb Orvieto KR Bridge N.orth, ' E :
{ ,f__'.'-'_ T i Italy. ‘l‘hey'.were unescorted and droppea 1000 1b. demo's on uhe tarzet.

It was rcally a bang up job., 100! of the Dridge was wipsd out and a Troop;;f'

Train of 40/50 cars received direct hits, destroying 10 cars, derailing"“ i

: ; 3 and the remainder buckled up in an arch. All our a/c returned safaly._.:‘f'::’:.:
vi ) AR

Tne following message was received from the Communding General of-the ., [

e

12th Air Force: "Very many congraﬁﬁg}.ations to -you and the 320th. Bombardment

.. .

- SV
Loy i ) ey
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Co 28, Group on splendid attack today on Orvieto Eridge. thotographic Reconnai-

; contd ' : , - ,
N ssance Unit confirips bridge completely out in 2 places and 2 fires burning '
&t 1400 hours." CoL , . ' g - .'

29.. - Toduys target was the Manziana RR Eridge, Italy. 35 B~26's were over
e the targetA and an excellent concentrution bracketed the target with 1000 lb.
¢

Eo \.-

R |

: attacked ‘the rear of the formation. 4/c 7f39 p.u.ou.d by Lt. Conraa, Was

. badly shot up ‘but thre skillful pilotage he reached Corsica, where the Qreu
o bailed cut and the ship crashed in the nountains, A/c i# 1 hit the water }
"'\",.-f: off Ladispoli und 7 chutes were seen to open. 4/c #6E was seen to explode .. ‘
.".1.2""_' caroute to Corsici and no chutes were seen. 2 123-109's were déestroyed and

l Lu.r-109 vias probably deutroyed.
31. "As the month came to an end the coubut .;tren,__bh of the (:roup was as
? follows:
\/ SQUAIRCN NO. OF Guiis 0. OF A/C
% Ihlst 17 18 ]
o L42nd 20 ' 17
L43rd 18 18

_ Ldeth 16 18

u. . amm———
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