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SUBJECT: Historical Peccrds. . ' . L. ‘
0 ¢ Comanding Gonersl, lat Teawiced Mr Terea
sThrevga Ghaitais” - Al hT e IR
1. Outline Hiziory cf the __f}43rd Pombardment Squadron

for the pericd 1 December 164k  tc _ T Degembor 194k

a. Preseat Desigeatior: A .
LL3rd Bomb Syaadiont 320th Doub Group; Lond Bomb Wings
Toth Tactical Air Comeond: Lot Cscticel Alr Force (Prcvisionalls

b. Changes in Orgeuianilony
(1) Caanges ir ucaignaiions

lones
(2) ichelons or Unitas
(a) Transferred:
. Ione,
(by Ou DS or T
- lonse
(¢) Attacked to other Hac for crerational controls
Tonee
(3) Chenge of Ccmuenlditg OSficers:
Kone.

(4) Changes of Staff (fficevrs (it aprlicable to Gp or SQ)s

Tonoe -
(5) tuanges in T/03 P
Yone 4

¢. Strength, Cormissioned and Z.isted, for the month of .
December 294M4a .
ofL 0 o i 2Tk
2. ot Deginning 85 ’ 366 s
t. let Increuse 1 1

¢. het Decrouss 1
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Stutions of Units -p IL:iclona:

l. Haza 07 Gizta-r -~ Mm. UD. h.'m
a Date of Lo-i "1.1 .5 § m'ﬂbu' 19#&. .
b.. DLa%e cf Lsyartuirte . Prosently Here.

Morenenis of Unil: :r Zadiclous: T
(1) S-om . ‘o Fonse
ae. uspuzs
b. Lutaq

€. Muinva of Trangariatisn -
o, tengttzong of ropds. anvayalues ald Wig Lner:

Carmnignas
(i) .xre - German~Fronchs :
(2) Diraiion - Frow 1 Docamber 194lto SL Dooembor 131;2}

€roratiors:

(17 tovpnign - German=-Erenche

(2, Mricre ~F 3pa.sicns - Predsion tombing of eommuns
ications, barracks and swpply depots.

{3) Murie~ cf liizsions w.d Sorties for period -
15 Misaions; 120 Sorilas.

(L) Rezulis o tne moLd izrortant missionsn
Tho 520th Growp effectively bombzd encny lines of commmbe
ications leading to the 7th Army sactors Barracks arcas,
W/Y¥s, surply and fuel depots wors well vovereds

Cormard Cffinevs in fusoriaid wiscions ~ Capts Hill, Hemsl,
Folt and Pickett; apd Lts Ayrey, Brooks, lohan. Burrays
Nowell, Sherwod and Tarantoe

Logses in Aetion: "$iisers end Enjistedi Mens

(1) LZsaien end Lotuss

a. Kiilcd: Fonoe

b. wcwridads Pfoe Chacln, Prelsech KR Eridge on
23 Docembar, 1944

c. Miagsing: Fones

d. Tekeu Priscner: NoRee
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Jjo DPersounel who Lave distizguished themselves in Actions
LB dueky AP Bl ReY

b Major Arards this month,

k. Thotographs being subwiii: it
Tonee

' . 2. Incicsed 1 the War NMary of the _443rd Bomb. Squadron

for the perluvd _1 Decembg 1944 vo_jl_mmmh_.

For the Cormanling ( fficerie

B. B, SGONR,

lgt Lt, Alr Oorps,

- Incls

X tar Mary
Special acecunts {if an; )
Supporting Locuments (1S any)
Yhotograopks (if amy)
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SHERT N0 1 WAR DIARY 1:3rd Squadron 320th Pomb Group

e s A s 1 ®

EVENTS

2e

3.

4o

- The Sqdn --finallye-~ flew its first miasion from Di jon. It was the first mgﬂ'

off, and in the lead ship were laj Hayward, Capt Pickett end Lt Taranto, The foxb%
cation picked up 12 P-L7's as escort at liaucy, then flew to Rastatt and bombed
the RR/Br there with a gocd concen"cration in the target area. Heavy fairly accur-
ate flak was encountered during the breskawaye
The 83dn is gradually getting settled, though there are still some dozen men
to arrive on the laat 1if$ from Corsica ees It i3 expected that the Officera Mass
will bte operating in the Chatean tomorrows :
Though a mission was scheduled ard the crews got as far as Gp Hgs for Meﬂng.;
Ilaus wers ataudoned when the weather report came in that the terget area was
covereds The vicinity of Dijon was clear, and the sun shining, which made every=
ote happiecr-- and moreover, the roads are dryiug up ricely. Tork continues on
the Officers Liess, and it is plenned that the Rnlisted Men teke over a cafe as a
CQludb Fooms 4 small percent of the meu took adventage of the day's freedom aud
clear weather to visit Dijone Baths aud showers are ;lavailable.A exnd the Red Cross
operates a Snack Bar there, PeXe rations were issued today at noors
Cpl Casuwy was asgd ard jd, the Squadron todaye
The crevs got to Gp thias morning, but the mission was cancelled because of a
general overcast coveriig Zastern France and Western Germauye

Plang are underway to set up a Linok Trainer for pilots and &/C Recognition

classes for gunnerse The latter may well prove its worth because of the rsroxrta

Of Jet~propelled enemy AMCe

For the third day in a row Group was "stand-down® due %o adverse weather that

iccluded foge low clouds and rain. Several dotails were orgarized to rut up tents

haul wood and add the finiching touches to the Officers less in the Chateaus
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s ' : by Re i '

4 Cont ] Construction wos bogun on a frame addition to a cafe located in the village
sguere. This will serve as an Erlisted hen's less and the Xitcheh and food ator-
age rooms will be located in the permanent building. )

Se The 3¢én flew on today’s mission and the formation got as far as Strasbourg,
the IP, but was forced to turn backe two minutes later because the undercast
foraed a s50lid well of clouds ahead of them, All bozbg were roturned to bases

The Officers Mess in the Chzteau began serving with this worning's msals

6 The lead crevs had finished Pre-briefing before the' mission was cancelled bo-
cause of heavy clouds here and in the target arecas The resuldt was that most of
the crews raturned to the area and logged gsack time for the rest of the morming,
A number of persolnnel want into Dijon in the afterncon, soue attending the Red

Cross movie, some going to the Scrub Fouse (a moble institutionl) for a bath of

552::-1;: and others taking advantage of tne matinee or evening performance of the
conmedy hit *Junior Miss®, a highly ehtertaining ;15:/; part of the cast of which
Played for tw years on Broadvays

7o Throe yeara age today. Did any of us have even a faint idea where the curronts
of war would take ug --~- or how long they would last? and wbat will the next 3
Years btring? . '

Today's n;ission was cancelled juat before the trucks were to leave tho dgdn
arcae then the acnouncement was made, overyone piled off ond made a bee=line for
the relative comforts of thelr guarters. ‘

Plans are being made ¥y the Sqdn to give the m» of the village a Xnas
party. It i3 exrected that overyona will domate part, if not all, of a week's
cardy ratione That, with soms inexrensive toys bought in Ii joa, should help -

cemont village relations.

AL Y e N R T T T T
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tenth of Decerker, 19kl Frepared Yy Re Be SCHNUR, )st Lis alr Gom:

7 Cont Seven mré men arrived from Alto, coming up via C-47 todays Capt Hamel and
several Enlisted ilen, atill down in Corsica are sxpected very soon.

’ v 8o Again the day's mission was eancoiled becauss of bad weather. The crews did

got as far as Eriefing, though. Pqu togtorrows

; ' Lt Sampson received a great deal of individual attention todays. It was Pay Day “‘
and the remuneration wus greatly appreciated by alle kionsy was running short .
throughout the Sqdn. Many hed spent a good deal on the trip up here, and then_ﬁf-
ter arrival, PeX, items and _gi!'ts purchased in town accounted for further deplote
ion of the bank roll,

. 9 ) The crews almost made it today; Briefing, trir to the line, warm-up teke~off,

} Join up apd the forzation was Just about to start on course when they ware ;all-
ed in, As alwnys, tho reason was the weathere Tho gesoline shortege being what 4%
i3, it's a shame such notice couldn't have been abtained an hour earlier.

10. The planes took off today and from Naney oms floxw over a 10/10 undercasts Bo-
tveen the IP and the target 1% was-observed that the target area would be completo-
ly covereds so the formation returped to base wi thout d.mpping._

] Plans are being made for parties to be held by Officers and Enlisted Men dure
ing the Folidayss The problems are where to held it, and bow to get wine & womed.

1. . Just as the trucks carrying the crews got to Gp Hgs, the mission was called off

! 2 a 180° turn was made and the crows had a free duye Intermittent sm‘o.ra kept :

’1 mwost of the boys pretty close to their quarterse Conmstruction is well underwey oa

the addition to a cufe which will be used for an IM mesas hall. The present loce=-

ticn will be usod for Operations snd a War Foom.

ERAL AR LC s o STl
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1%

13

.

15

Transportation to Briefing left the Sqdn at 0830 and returned .'nt 0900 with the
orows, tho missions baving been cancelled. Flans were immediately made to hold thoé,
Presentation Corsmony of DFC's, Purple Hearts and Air Medals, but wers abendoned
half an bour later when it was anpounced thers would te Eriefing at 1000, A wild {
scramble and then, balf way through Brieﬁn_e;. the missior was again aancelleds

PeXe rationa todays 4 packs of cigarettes, candy tars, matches, frult julce, ;
tooth paste, atce, quite a complets selectione

The Ealisted Mens Club vas officially opened this evenings It's located in the

Cafo Petitet and the deal is the ex~proprietor is the mansger, using Club funds

to buy wine beer and cograc apd charging 0% above cost to cover heat, light,
equipment and waltresses. Prices should te most reasonable & a Day Foom is plane
ned upsteiras. v** §/dgt Collins reld fr asgd to retura to USAe. ¥/Sgt Bracons trfd
to 343rd Boub Sq (H)s T/Sgts Thomas & Reimhart procoted %o /St eff 12/1/hk. Sgts
Chri sternsor, Harrisor, MogQueen, and Sinzons became ¥/ Sgts, end Pfo Joy made Cple

The Sqdn combat effort got almost to the point of take-off and as tho planes
wore lining wp at the end of the Tunways the order of a miasion cancellation came
throughs Perhaps tororrows The new location of the BN messhall was in opergtion
today for the first tims. Too early to say how adequete the space 1s, or whether
the food will improve, bu: all the men are Loping for the best. '

Combat crews were credited wth a mission, though they didn*t wee ths ground
from Rpinal on. Somo planos dropped their bombs on DR, five minutes beyond the
IP. Today’s target was part of the S egfried Lino, dut of the bombs dropped, »o
photo coverage waa obtaineds

Today's mission was cancelled because of cloudy weather throughout the arcae
The stand-dowvn, hoxever, prcvided an opportunity to have a Presontatioa of Asards ;

RatOalpeiis ot
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15 Gont  ceremony in the aftermoon. At a emall, but adequate gathering in the village

park, Gen. Doyle pinned IFC's on Capt Hill, Lts Glark, Brooks, Hendrex, Fill end
Tarento, and T/Sgt Gooch, R x Purple Hearts were avarded, and a goodly nember of :
Alr Models were distributeds ] :

The miassion was cancelled, but the maather did permit transition and fomaticn;"
flightse Sqdn Operations and Tech Supply moved into the tuilding formerly used A
as the 3 megs halle This location is much better than the previous spots being
handier for all concerneds Wall space in Cperations has bee.n utilized for a lar- :
ge map of Burope cin which %ill te plotted the current battle line and any navig- -
ationlor orientation flights that may be planned.

Those in the Sgdn who were free in the afternoor or evening, and wished to do
% had the opportunity %o attend the Broadway hit *The Barretts of Wimole Sixaat
starring Katharine Cornell aund Brian shearns, with others of the original caste.

A supard producticn, and worth anyone's time and efforte )

Today's targets weres two enexy defense positions at Steinfeld and Deutchhof,
pointa in the Yegfried Line that are holding up the 7th Army's advancee Excelle
ent concentration of bomb bursts were photoed at both tafgets, and the score
for the L43rd pettern was 92%

Work continues on the Sqdn Officers Glub, which is a room on the ground floor
of the Chateau. Lt Stewart 1s doing a splendid jobs The room had to be cleaned
out, walls ard eeiling swept down, a bar ingtalled and with scme furnmiture, light
ing fixtures and wall decorations put in, the '(lub should be quite adsquate.

The mission was cancelled after Briefing had teken place, and the crews ro-
turned to the area just in time to partake of the noon meale At 1300, a cinema

was held in af none-too~-impressive barn in the villagses. The tudilding (?) is !
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¥onth of Deceaber, AShls Prapared by Re Be SOMUR, st Lte Mr Gorpae . |
18 Cont .eolﬂ and dirty, snd the roof léaks like a sleve, but mneth;leaa all those . |
i’ . atterding, tm‘mughly enjoyed Humphrey Bogart in a thriller-diller "Conflict®s 1
’ The Officers were sold their monthly retion of liguor today, a fitt!; of Eod- ;
3 US whi skey, and the coat a mere two dollarse Flenty of headaches toni ght? !
19, The 9gdn’s crews took off at 1255, but just as they were Joining up to go "
(wy ;“ after a bot terget at Breisach, the formation was called back to bass. The other"f

Sgdns did fly a cission, howevers

1

The Articles of Var vere read to the Enliated Men at a meeting after the

!

mght meals That tekes care of the matter for another six months,

The flood of mail and packages coming in is aluost ucbelievable, and everyone .

ig happy 'bout it --- except the poor mall clerk., Whet a headache for him.
2. Ack, aiein the weather prevented the carrving out of the doy 's combat efforte
terzlttent shoviers, during the Cay anc‘. Jjust as the rosts were beginuing to d.x',v.
It gpyears as though the prox:udity of Dijon 15 beccmirg (uite a prodlems Dioe :
cirlinary action 1y iow being token, end tcnight the lam was lald down in no une ‘
certain terms. lo officers can d:riv:e a veldcle, except on the base, and the E '
found iz town without a rass or Cff-Lind ts face court nartiele
a. Cayt Devoe promised Operationa a fairly sizcable hi k pressure area today,
but the good weather must have gone elsewhere, because a cold, cloudy day forced
cancallation of tae mission. Tracsition in the aftermoon took W a good many of
the orews' times
Plans are belcg made for an 2is party to be held Decs 27 Should bs a bang-

up gatherirg, complete with wine, woren and sorgl The Officers party originally

sckeduled for Christmas Eve, will be held some might dusdng Xaas and How Yearse |

4 V
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22,

23,

The *0,Ds® « Lt Iokan = had a hectic mights A call from the Provost Marshell

acoounced that G.orm‘m parachutists had been dréppede Such scurrying around only

to learn later on that the location of the alr=-ground activity was some &0 miles

avay e
L )

Briefing was held in the morning, then the crews were t0ld to stand-by, and
af'ter lunch they went to the planes and taifed until 1400 when the mission was
cancelleds

A technicolor photure 'fk_isnot'. was acheduled for the Sydn area in the aftere

noon, but the proJjector light buld blew out resulting in po cinazas

" Srce 126 line personnel began eating the noon meal at the mess sst up at the
fielde Tuis eliminates 18 miles of cold drivings Atout & men 1ive and eat all
their meals at the line. 4

Concern is being shown over the German break-through egainst the U3 1st Army
in the roglon of North Luxembourge '

The Zolisted Men received their semi-apnual sex lecture from Oapt Davis this

overdng --- and fmmediately after, an inspection was helde Pretty difficult what

with sc many heaVy clothes everyone wears this chilly weatberd
The following is a list of promotions all effective 12/1§/44s

To T/Ssts $/Sgts Hanson, Luper, Purtz, Salvattl and Talsky.

RN

13k e

To I/ Satt Sits Beals, Cummins, Ford, Grebam, Hanshaw, Hammon, Hasidins, Kendricks

ort, Perldns, Shollenberger, Snnonstine, Wathen, Zachar, and Zieglere T Sgtt

Crls Fenldnson, Lenidowez, Pinglo, Sheumaker, Shsw and Younge To Gils Pfes Ghacks

Goryeld, end Pvis Hesvemer and Slater --- sll effective 12/16/Lke

The Sqdn finally got off 4ts long-sweated-out mission to Breisach KR Bridge,

Znauas
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Prezezed by Re Be SCHIVA, gt L3, AMr Qorrs,
and the flak was all they hed imaginede Our planes were holed but no major :
casualties wers suffered, though Pfc Chacko received minor cuts on the faces
The 418t lost a plane over the targete
The Officers Club in ‘tbo Chateau opened in a blazes of glory with a plentiful
supply of champague, cogpac and braudy lining the shelves; ot o mention draught
boors
Rumor has it the 3ydn is due for a new Cele cne of these doys =-~e wams
1st Lt Carter was reassigned to the Squadron fodaye.
‘ Another bright, clea::'- ard cold day with an early morning briefing, and the
targot was Just north of the Swiss border et Lake Ocnatance, the RR/Er at Lan-‘ .
gebargele A gooc ccncentration covered thﬁ area. .:
In the evening, the enligtad men and officers hed informal steg parties and
need it be added, the liquid refreshments flowed freely for several hcurss
The cold high preasure wqathor ;aontinues, and today the 3gdn 3o.ined others

of the Gp to attack a FR tridge at Singen, Just morth of Switzerland. A fine

" pattern ty three of tho Sqdns scored direct hits, but the 442nd dropped its bombg

ip Switzerlends The iuternationel repercussions from thet mistake -~ tsk, tekl
In the late aftermoon, a party wes given for the children of Alsexys Beaucoup

candy and presents were distributed to some edighty childrens In addition, forty
parents attended and the g:roun'd floor of the mﬁtm wea a gay spot and howls of
delight greeted the refreshment depertment when it brought in gallons of ho% choo-
olate and some few bundred cookiese after tte guests hed doparted, all 8gdn pere
+sonnel sat down tc a delicious dinnsr cspably prepered by the kitchen depte Turkay
.and all the fixius reminded the men that in spits of war, Uncle Sea did his best |

to rako the situation as rleasant as circumstances peﬁdtted.
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26,

26.

vitations. The Officers! party is alsc being postponed; the reason belng facilities
ERt—TTe .

Today's target was the Pail Bridge at Rastatt, and it was expocted from pro-

vious exrerience, that there would by much flak. On going over the target, howe
ever, not a burst came up to meet the formation. Eoth gpproaches vere hit,

The 24'a party has been postponed because no Wacs signed up to accept the ine

in which to hold the gatheringe '

The following Pvis were apiointed Pfe eff. 12/26/L4t Pvts Clemonts, Damuel;..
Dovito, Holland, Katheis and McConnell. Cpl Martin was asgd to thia Sqdn fr Gps
Cpl Lavin waa transferred to Headquarterse ‘ ;

The migaion was cancelled becauss of a heavy fog, which was so denss that in

pro-flighting the planes, ice formed on the propellors. The ground has frozen

-g0lid, and tho trees and shrubtery have a cvating of boar frost which is turning

In the ovening, the first of come 15 lsssons was given in elcmentary Fronche
The class wag held in the Aisensy 3chool, and it is planped t hold them Morday,
Wednesday acd Friday oveningse ) o

Yesterday®s Leavy fog continued today, adding more %o the beauty of the coub~ .
tryaide, but certainly edding nothing to the Sydn's war efforte Ground sthool
classss were held in the aftermoon ard ovebirg, and it is 1x§tended to have each
crew membar at.ten.d tow houra of sguch school cach day, six days a wasks

Anncuncement was made that the franc would be devalued 80 many postal money - .-
orders were written in the Orderly Rooms Later on, the meR can cash thess for a

groater nmmber of francs. *¢® It was announced over the radio that the German

drive against the US 5rd Any was stopred, all of which answared everyone's

YT
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26, qQuestion ' *How far aro they going?® wes® Capt Dickinson feturned from the '

gont States after taking gunrcery course and 'was assignedfo- the Sjuadron. . ‘

29 The day's aissiou was abertive dus to weathers The formation did get in the ;
vicinity of tie target, Duexy Stores and Barracks at Kaiserlautern, but a comw
pPlete undercust neccssitated the planes passing over without dropping, '

B’ the aftecrucon, a movie uas schoduled, but the pictue vasn't shown baeause '-
of a blown buld in the projector. L%t Hendricks and "Frercoy® tock off with a
Joep and trailer to byy scne chempagtes Thay're supposed to be tack tomorrow,
with a £l losad of Al drinkdng stuff —-- we hope.

e Moty Darracks and Storss ot Oos, Germany were the targets for the Sedm to-
daye The bombing vwas not tco accurate, the acore being 10/, but it was better
thaa the cther 838ns, which acored 5%, *%¥¢ 4 load of chazpagne arrived ~--- and
fine quality it is. Should prove adeguete for tomorrow, eveninge Cpl heKinley

3le was assigned tc and joined the Squpdron tadgy.

3.

A heavy fog forced the cancellatioh of today's mission, but not until the
crews bad been briefed and stooé around the planes for at hours o ‘

A goodly ax:.oux;t of céle‘brating vas in order - for Officors‘ acd Znlisted L!en.-l
to see ths 0ld Year out and tha liew Yoar in, The men celebrated in an informal
manner, starting soon after supper - and ty midnight, the cheer wag widespreade i
Becaugse of the possidility of mission the next day, the fostivities 'ended atout

an mour laters
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