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DAY EVENTS

QUTLI NE H STORY FOR NMARCH

One crew was dropped fromthe Squadron rolls as Mssing in Action;
The following Oficers and Enlisted men were awarded the Purple Heart
on General Orders for wounds over eneny territory: Capt. Speegle,
Capt. Leahy, Lt. Smith, Lt. Dodelin, Lt. Pinconb, S/ Sgt. Garbenches,
S/ Sgt. CGonez, S/ Sgt. Horne and Cpl. Feige.
Nurmber of new crews assigned during the nmonth_6 .
Nurmber of OFficers conpleting 40 missions and | eaving for honme_12 .
Nurmber of Enlisted Men conpleting 40 missions and | eaving for hone_22 .

Sgt. Wesley A Marvick received credit for one ME



Sheet No. _2 WAR DI ARY, _442nd Bonb Sqgdrn. , Deci nbnannu Air Base

Month of _January , 1944 . Prepared by__John G Gemmill, 2nd Lt. Air Corps &

Jack C. Howard, 1st Sgt.

DAY

EVENTS

10.

11.

No mi ssion was schedul ed today. The strength of the 442nd Bonbardnment
Squadron (M on the first of January, 1944 was as follows: Oficers — 72,
Flight Oficers — 3, Enlisted Men — 281; Private Oiver W MKeen, 370873
a nenber of the Squadron who worked with the refuel unit, was accidentally
killed by a truck; he was found by the Sergeant of the Guard, who was on his
way to the plane area with the guard relief at 0130 hours. One new crew
consisting of 3 Officers and 3 Enlisted Men joined the Squadron.

The first mission of the year was to bonmb Ventimiglia RR Bridges in
north Italy. The Squadron furnished 7 aircraft in a 26 plane formation.
Both bridges were hit. No flak. No fighters.

Roccasecca Road Bridge, Italy was today’'s target. Qur Squadron | ed
the G oup, Capt. Speegle flying and Lt. Darby, the |ead bonbardier. 7 of our
aircraft flewin the 28 plane formation. Approaches to the bridge were hit.
There were no attacks by hostile aircraft but the flak was very accurate.

T/Sgt. Henry C. Wnstell, was transferred to the Detachnents of Patients
for Pedal operation. The Sergeants record as a Crew Chief in this organization
has been excellent. Capt. Bayramian, Lt. Probasco and Sgt. Harbaugh left for
the rest canp at Capri.

The mi ssion today was cancel |l ed because of weather.
M Sgt. Janmes W Martin, Squadron Line Chief, departed for XII Air Force
Headquarters to appear before a Special OCS Board on Engi neering Candi dates.

Weat her agai n caused cancell ati on of the mi ssion.

Three O ficers and three Enlisted Men assigned to this Squadron today.

The followi ng named O ficers and Enlisted Men havi ng conpl eted 40
m ssi ons and having received their orders fromHg., XIl Air Force for ABS at
Casabl anca to sweat out transportation hone: Lt. Amundson, Lt. Byram Lt. Ladd,
Lt. Linberg, Lt. Young, and F/ O Bougher, T/Sgt. R L. Martin and S/ Sgt. Paul
Gad. Pronotion to Captain becanme effective for Lt. Ladd the day prior to his
departure. S/Sgt. Gad will be renenbered in this Squadron as the 40 year old
youngster who came overseas as a nechanic but was eager to become a conbat
engineer. He took up a job in the Photo-lab where he worked hinself into
conbat as a phot ographer-gunner, continuing as a photo-technician.

The mi ssion today was to bonmb Siena Marshalling Yards, Italy, but wea-
ther obscured the target. The Squadron furnished 8 aircraft in a 32 plane
formation. There were no encounters with enemy aircraft and no fl ak.

Roccasecca Road Bridge, Italy was the target again today. The Squadron
put up 8 aircraft in a 32 plane formation. A good pattern of bonbs covered
the target. There were no encounters with eneny aircraft. The flak was acc-
urate over the target, and several of our planes were danmaged.

Grosetto Marshalling Yards was bonmbed in lieu of the primary target,
Si ena Marshal ling Yards, because the latter was obscured by clouds. The result
were very satisfactory. The Squadron furnished 7 aircraft in the 28 pl ane
formation. No eneny aircraft were encountered and there was no fl ak.

Twel ve OFficers and thirteen Enlisted Men, all conbat personnel, were
assigned to the Squadron. Strength as of this date is 84 Oficers, and 294
Enlisted Men.

Sgt. Harold E. Wlferth, Operations Cerk, was transferred to the Detach-
ment of Patients.
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The Squadron led the Group today with Capt. Speegle and Lt. Darby
inthe lead ship. W provided 8 aircraft in a 32 plane formati on which dropped
frag bonbs on Rome Cianpino Airdrome South. The target was covered by an excel -
| ent pattern, several aircraft were destroyed on the ground and hangars and
bui I dings were severely danaged. A dozen eneny fighters attacked but we | ost
no aircraft, and one eneny fighter was shot down. Slight flak damaged one of
our planes.

The followi ng named O ficers and Enlisted Men havi ng conpl eted 40 conbat
m ssi ons departed for ABS at Casabl anca enroute home: Lt. Payton, Lt. Chandl er,
Lt. Monroe, T/ Sgt. Harper, S/ Sgt. Andrewson, S/ Sgt. Baronet, S/ Sgt. Cerchiaro,
S/ Sgt. Covert, S/ Sgt. CGodfrey, S/ Sgt. Hageman, S/ Sgt. Hite, S/ Sgt. Trupka,
S/Sgt. Cross, S/Sgt. Giffin, S/Sgt. Hall, L.E, S/ Sgt. Legutko, S/ Sgt. Peck,
S/ Sgt. Stander and Sgt. WIlllianms, J.R Lts. Brast and Freeman and S/ Sgt. Yule
returned fromDS at BTC. Lts. Ratering and Harpster left for 30 days at BTC on
DS. Capt. Bayrami an and Lt. Probasco returned fromrest canmp at Capri. The
pronotion of 1st Lts. Speegle and Leahy to Captain becane effective as of the
20t h of Decenber 1943.

The target today was Orvieto RR Bridge South Italy, and the Squadron
furnished 6 aircraft in a 24 plane formation. The results were good. Fighters
attacked over the target, and the flak was considerabl e and accurate, damagi ng
several of our aircraft.

M Sgt. Martin returned fromDS at XI| Air Force Headquarters.

Ote Marshalling Yards and RR Bridge was today's target. In a 28 plane
formati on, the Squadron provided 7 aircraft. The target was well covered. The
flak was intense and accurate. W suffered no | osses, but two other squadrons
each | ost planes that straggled to eneny fighters.

Cpl. Cayce H. Duncan, bonbsight maintenance man, was assigned to the
Squadron and was wel comed by S/ Sgt. Honri ghous, who has been handling that dep-
artment alone. 1st Lt. diver G Shuh has been designated Squadron Gunnery
O ficer, and 1st Lt. Vernon O Darby was designated Squadron Bonbing O ficer.

The target was Orte again. W provided 7 aircraft in a 28 plane for-
mation. The flak was noderate and very accurate, but there were no eneny fight-
ers, and we sustained no | osses, though all but two of our planes were danmaged.
Bonbs pl astered the yards and approaches to the bridge.

On today’s mission to Pionmbino Marshalling Yards, we had 7 aircraft in
a 27 plane formation. The Squadron led the Goup, with Capt. Speegle and Lt.
Darby in the | ead plane. The bonbing was good. There was a little flak but
no fighters.

Viterbo Airdrome was the target. W had 9 aircraft in a 36 plane for-
mation. W put a good pattern on the field. There were no eneny aircraft
though Jerry tried to shoot at us fromOte w thout success.

Capt. Pol k, Squadron S-2 Oficer, left for DS at Base Headquarters.

Today’s target was Viterbo Marshalling Yards, and we put up 9 aircraft
in a 36 plane formation. The yards were practically denolished. There was no
opposi tion.

Orvieto RR Bridges North and South were the targets for the Goup. OQurs
and 443rd was North, and we furnished 9 aircraft in an 18 plane formation. W
m ssed the bridge, but cut the tracks south of the bridge. CQur opposition was
slight but the 441st lost two aircraft and 444th lost 1 over the target to flak.
Lt. John G Gemmill was assigned to the Squadron as S-2 Oficer.
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On today’s mission we again |led the Goup with the Speegl e-Darby team
again in front. The target was Velletri Road Junction, Italy—ust inside
the beach-head where troops |anded this norning. W furnished 9 aircraft in a
34 plane formation. The bonbing was excel |l ent; opposition was slight.

S/ Sgt. Garbenches returned fromthe hospital with a right arm
still very weak fromthe flak wound sustained |last nonth. Three Enlisted Men
Operators were transferred to the 444th Bonb Squadron in this G oup.

The target was a road junction between Carsoli and Tagi acozzo, ltaly,
but no bonmbs were dropped because of cloud cover. W put up 8 aircraft in a 33
pl ane formation.

M ssion was cancel |l ed due to weat her.

Rieti Marshalling Yards today. W furnished 9 aircraft in a 36 plane
formation. The results were excellent. No eneny aircraft attacked and there
was no fl ak.

M ssion was cancel |l ed due to weat her.

The target for today was Terni Marshalling Yards. W put up 9 aircraft
in a 34 plane formation. The bonbing was beautiful. There were no eneny air
attacks and only slight light flak was put up, which didn't touch us.

The Squadron again led the Goup, with the pilot-bonbardier team of
Speegle and Darby in the lead ship, against Ovieto RR Bridge North, Italy. W
put up 7 aircraft in the 28 plane formation. An excellent concentration of
t housand- pounders bracketed the bridge with direct hits which conpletely destroy-
ed 2 spans, wi ping out 100 feet of the bridge. A troop train of about 50 cars
that was standing on the bridge when we cane over was knocked into the water.

Qur phot ogr aphes showed nen running toward old bonb crators just before our bonbs
|l anded. Only slight Iight flak was encountered, and there were no | osses.

We furnished 9 aircraft in a 35 plane formation which did a fine job of
bonbi ng Manziana RR Bridge, Italy. There was flak from Rome Littorio Marshalling
yards as we swung on to the bonb run, which disabled 2 of our planes, #39 was
piloted by Lt. Conrad and #41, piloted by Lt. Stephanson. They went on and
dropped their bonbs on the target, but Lt. Stephanson fell behind on the break-
away. Lt. Conrad’ s plane was hit again on the bonb run by attacking fighters,
whi ch knocked out the electrical system generator box, inverter, one throttle,
all cables between the control colum and control surfaces and damaged all other
controls. Lt. Conrad ordered the crew to abandon ship, but discovered he
could fly with one throttle and trimtabs, so he cancelled the order because
Sgt. Marschke was unconsci ous and unable to |l eave the ship. Lt. Conrad left
formation and for a tine, fleww th Lt. Stephanson. A dozen ME-109's and FW190's
attacked the two planes, and just past the coast off Ladispoli, Lt. Stephanson
turned his ship, by nowon fire, toward shore and 7 parachutes cane out before
it crashed in shallow water. Besides Lt. Stephanson, the crew was: Lt. Conl ey,
Lt. Mestayer, S/ Sgt. Young, Cpl. Strasburger, S/ Sgt. Glbert and Sgt. Carr.
They're believed to be prisoners of war.

Meanwhile, in Lt. Conrad s ship, S/ Sgt. Frank F. Marschke had been
badly injured by flak and S/ Sgts. Floto and Rodgers had al so been injured | ess
seriously. Before leaving eneny territory S/ Sgt. Rodgers shot down 2 attacking
ME-109's with his tail guns — 1 crashed in the sea and the other blew up in
md-air. Lt. Conrad, with the skill of a veteran, flew his plane to Corsica,
where all the crew parachuted safely to earth before the plane crashed into the
side of a mountain. S/ Sgts. Rodgers and Floto assisted S/ Sgt. Marschke in
| eaving the plane by helping himto the catwal k and placing his hand on the rip-
cord handle. The three nen were hospitalized, but all wll recover.

@
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29. 443rd |l ost a plane and crew, the plane, badly damaged and on fire,
(Cont .1 bl owi ng up on the way to Corsica.
Lts. Baird, Abeln and MIler and S/ Sgts. Folger, Eden, Schaus and
a |l of whom conpleted 40 m ssions received orders to proceed to ABS at Casabl -
anca enroute home. The pronotion of Lt. Baird to Captain becane effective
before he took | eave. 1st Lt. Elbert O Stephanson, 1st Lt. Joseph L. Mestayer,
2nd Lt. Robert L. Conley, S/Sgt. Alfred R Glbert, s/Sgt. Howard W Young,
Sgt. George A. Carr, and Cpl. Harry L. Strasburger are listed as “Mssing in
Action, “ this date.
30. M ssi on was cancel | ed due to weat her.
T/Sgt. Wnstell and Sgt. Wlferth, runored to be well on their way to
the States because of disabilities, returned to the Squadron to resune duties.
31. Again the m ssion was cancel |l ed because of weather.



