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QUTLI NE H STORY FOR MARCH

The strength of the Squadron on the 1st of March, 1944 was
as foll ows:

Oficers Enlisted Men Tot al

64 260 324

Two OFficers (Pilots) were assigned to the Squadron during
t he nont h.

There were no Conbat Personnel completing tours of duty
thi s nonth.

1st Lt. difford R Conrad was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross. S/ Sgt. Jerry W Rodgers was awarded the Disting-
ui shed Flying Cross. Sgt. WlliamF. Fuller was awarded the
Purpl e Heart.
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The m ssion today was cancell ed due to weat her.
Lts. Larrabee, Scafidi and Conrad returned fr-
om Rest Canp at Capri.

Targets for today were GQun Assenbly positions behind
the Casino sector of the battlefront. W furnished 8 a/c in
the 32 plane formation. The bonmbing results were good.
There were no encounters in eneny aircraft; a few planes in
the formati on were damaged by anti-aircraft fire.

Target today was the Ostiense Marshalling yards, Rone.
We furnished 6 aircraft in the 24 plane formation. A fine
pattern of bonmbs destroyed the two railway stations and about
200 railroad cars. There were no eneny aircraft seen, and
only slight flak was encountered, which did no damage.

One plane flew local transition and one plane was on
a practice gunnery m ssion.

2nd Lts. WIlians and Zell erbach were assigned to the
Squadron; both officers are pilots. Today was non-operation-
al. The mssion was cancel |l ed due to weat her.

More OFficers and EM were sent to rest canp at Capri.
M ssi on cancel | ed because of weat her.

One plane conpl eted a weat her m ssion. Wather again
caused cancel l ation of the m ssion.

We furnished 9 aircraft in the 34 plane fornation which
attacked Ostiense Marshaling Yards, Rone, Italy again today.
Maj or Friday was the Flight Commander, Capt. Speegle the
| ead pilot and Lt. Darby, |ead bonbardier. The bonbi ng was
good; there was no opposition.

Target was Tiburtina Marshaling Yards, Rone, Italy, but
weat her forced the formation back before reaching the Ital-
ian coast. We furnished 9 aircraft in the 35 plane formation.

One plane flew on transition.

Ti burtina Marshaling Yards, Ronme was again the target
and we furnished 9 aircraft in the 36 plane fornmation. The
bonbi ng was good; opposition was slight.

T/ Sgt. Raynond Burns returned to duty fromDS with Xl |
Tral ni ng Command; Lts. King and Hodges returned from BTC
\where they were on tenporary duty training the French. S/ Sgt.
lSpangI er also returned fromBTC, Lts. Klark and Brown and Sgt.
i Marvick went on DS to BTC for a 30 day period. 8 planes par-
ticipated in a practice mssion. One plane flew on local trans-
ition and two planes left on a cross-country flight.

1

1

1

1
10. Fl orence Northwest Marshaling Yards, Italy was today’s
\target. The Squadron furnished 9 aircraft in the 35 pl ane
ﬂornatlon The bonbi ng was excell ent and there was no oppos-

ition.
: Capt. Leahy returned from 10 days DS at Cairo. S/ Sgt.
Carranco formerly with the 319th bonb G oup was assigned and
|]0Ined this Squadron as an arnorer. Two planes returned from
Icross-country flight.
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11. The m ssion was cancell ed due to weather. Four planes

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

flew on |l ocal transition.

The first “Retonga Hour” programwas put on in the Ofice-
r's ub this evening. Under the able |eadership of Lt.
Larrabee, it is promsed that this will be a regular Sunday ni ght
feature.

Cancel | ed agai n because of weat her.

We furnished 7 a/c in the 28 plane formation attacking

Viareggio Railroad Bridge, Italy. The bridge was only
damaged by near misses, but the railroad yards and station took
a nunber of direct hits. Again, no opposition

One plane flew on local transition

Today’ s target was Prenistiva Marshaling Yard, Rone, Italy.
We provided 9 a/c in the 34 plane fornmation. The bonbi ng was
again excellent. The formation was attacked by a dozen eneny
a/c of which 1 ME-109 was destroyed, 1 MeE-109 probably destroyed
and 4 ME-.09's and 2 FW190's danmaged. W had no | ooses, but
4 of our planes were damaged by attacking a/c.

The much fought for and bl cody town of Casino was today’s
target. Major Friday was Flight Conmander of the G oup formati-
on and Capt. Probasco and Lt. Darby were | ead pil ot and bonbard-
ier. Qur’'s was the sixteenth and | ast Group across the target.
The Squadron furnished 9 a/c in the 36 plane formati on. The
bonbs | anded squarely on the target. No eneny a/c were even
sighted, and the slight heavy flak did no danmage.

One pl ane conpl et ed weat her mi ssion

The target today was a gun concentration just north of
Aquino. Italy. W provided 7 a/c in the 27 plane formation
The bonbs were again right on the noney. Two eneny aircraft at-
tacked the fornmati on and one was shot down. The Squadron had
no | osses but 441st lost a plane to flak; the crew | anded by
parachut e behi nd eneny |ines.

1st Lt. Fitzpatrick, Squadron Executive Oficer was pro-
nmoted to the rank of Captain. 2nd Lt. Boyne was pronoted to ra-
nk of First Lieutenant. One plane conpl eted Special Wather
ni ssi on.

The m ssion today was cancell ed due to weat her

Al'l personnel of the Squadron were assenbled at G oup
Headquarters together with the personnel of the other Squadrons
of this Group to hear an address by Lt. Ceneral Eaker. GCenera
Eaker said “Wien we teach the B-17"s to fly as well as the B-26
s, we will really have sonething.”

12 planes participated in local flights.

The m ssion today was cancel | ddue to weat her

Capt. Probasco, Squadron Operations O ficer, was trans-
ferred to Goup Headquarters and was there naned Group Operatio-
ns Officer. Lt. Gemmill returned to duty fromthe 60th Station
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19. The target today was the Railroad Viaduct 7 miles west of

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

Arezzo ltaly. The Squadron furnished 7 planes in the 27 ship
formation. The bonbing results were excellent. There were no
eneny a/c encountered and the slight inaccurate flak from El ba
did no danage to our a/c.

1st Lt. diver G Shuh, squadron Qunnery O ficer was de-
si gnated Squadron Qperations Officer. Two Planes flew on | ocal
transition.

The ol d acquai ntance, Ovieto RR Bridge North was today’s
target. We put up 7 a/c in the 27 plane formation. Mst of the
pl anes did not drop on the primary target because of cloud cover,
but bonmbed Porto Ercole on the way home, plastering dock instal-
| ations and shipping. Half a dozen enenmy a/c attacked; 2 were
destroyed. Al our planes returned safely.

M Sgt. Janmes W Martin, Squadron Line Chief, received
orders releiving himof assignnent with the Squadron and order-
ing himto report to Arny Air Forces Oficers Candi date School
at Mam Beach, Florida to attend Special OCS for Engi neering
Candi dates. One plane flew on local transition.

Maj or Friday as Flight Commander, Lt. Shuh as |ead pilot
and Lt. Darby as | ead bonbardier, flew on No. 1 spot today as
the Squadron led the Goup in another attack on the RR vi aduct
west of Arezzo. We furnished 7 a/c in the 28 plane formation.
The bonbi ng was excellent with several direct hits on the viadu-
ct. No eneny a/c and the slight inaccurate flak did no damage.

The S-2 War Room next door to the EM Day Room has been
compl eted and the first news forumwas held in it this evening.

Ni ne EM were pronoted from Corporal to Sergeant. Two
pl anes flew on local transition.

The targets for today were Poggi bonsi RR Bridges, Italy.
We furnished 7 a/c in the 27 plane formation. 441st lost its
Squadr on Commander and Squadron Bonbardier in a crash | andi ng
on takeoff. The bonbs destroyed one of the Bridges and hit both
approaches to the other. No eneny a/c, slight flak and no dam
age.

Lt. Robert J. Young, Ass’'t. Intelligence Oficer of this
Squadron, was transferred to the 17th Bonmbardnment G oup. Lt.
Young had been on DS with the 17th Bonb G oup. Two planes flew
on local transition.

Fl orence Canpo di Marte Marshaling Yard, Italy, was todays
target. Major Friday was the Goup Flight Conmander. W furni-
shed 6 a/c in the 24 plane formation. The bonbi ng was again
excellent. There was no opposition.

Ovieto RR Bridge North was again the target. W furnish-
ed 6 a/c in the 24 plane formation. The target was m ssed.
There were no eneny aircraft encountered and the slight flak
did no damage.

Maj or Gordon F. Friday was placed on tenporary DS to
Cairo. Capt. Speegle assunmed the duties of Acting Squadron
Conmander. Two pl anes flew on practice bonbi ng m ssions.

The target was Poggi bonsi Marshaling Yard, Italy, but wea-
ther forced the formation back at the Italian coast. W fur-
nished 6 a/c in the 24 plane formation. SECRET
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26. Again our old friend, the RR Viaduct west of Arezzo, Italy
was the target. Capt. Speegle and Lt. Darby were | ead pil ot
1and bonbardier, as we |led the Goup formation, also furnishing
16 aircraft in the 23 pl ane formati on. The viaduct was m ssed,
'but the approaches were cut and an amunition train bl own up.
iThere were no eneny a/c and no flak was encount er ed.

! Cpl . Shotsberger, formerly of the 319th Bonb Group was
lassi gned and j oi ned t he Squadron and will work with the Armanent

:Sectl on.

27. I 17 planes participated in local transition flights.
|

28. : Today’ s target was Certaldo RR Bridge, Italy. W furni-
Ished 7 alc in the 28 plane formation. The bonbi ng was excel | ent
and there was no opposition.
! 1st Lts. Shuh and Darby were prompted to the rank of Capt-
jain. Al of the following 2nd Lts. were pronoted to the rank of
\First Lieutenant: Br own, Hanpton, Harpster, Harte, Hodges,
King, Klark, Mggio, Menaugh, Mntez, Ratering, Bottoniey,
a aybaugh, Scafldl Rowan, Rood, Freestone, d nsted, Pinconb,
'V‘éndl ing, Schwartz, Deatley and Conrad. 3 planes flew on |ocal
itransition.
I

29. | We furnished 7 a/c in the 28 plane formation, which took
loff to bonb Arezzo RR Bri dge, ltaly. Conplete overcast over
'the target prevented bonbing. Again, no opposition.

30. The m ssion was cancel |l ed due to weat her.

31. Cancel | ed agai n due to weat her.

The ending of March was the starting of the Athletic
season for the personnel of the Squadron. A fine ball field was
compl eted and interest and participation in soft ball was very
hi gh. There were several practice ganmes between the Oficers
and the Enlisted Men and all concerned were getting in shape
for the opening ganes in the Goup | eague and also the intra-
Squadr on | eague.
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