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TO : Conmandi ng Ceneral , KXXXRAXXKEXDHEIXXFXXX 9th Air Force Service Command
“Through Channel s” —  ATTENTION. HI STORI AN
1. CQutline Hstory of the _443rd Bonbardnent Squadr on
for the period 1 May 1945 to 31 My 1945.

a. Present Designation:

443rd Bonbardmsnt Squadron 320t h Bonb Group

9th A|r Force SerV| ce Corrmand

b. Changes in Organization:
(1) Changes in Designation: From42nd Bonb Wng, 1st TAF(Prov.) to

9th Air Force Service Comand.
(2) Echelons or Units:
(a) Transferred: None

(b) On DS or TD: None
(c) Attached to other Hqs for operational control: None

(3) Change of Commanding Officers: Capt. Frank Bennett, vice
Maj. A B. West, Jr., per S.O 96, Par. 2, Hgtrs 320th Bonb G oup,

30 May, 1945.
(4) Changes of Staff Oficers (not applicable to Go or Sg.): None
(5) Changes in T/O None

c. Strength, Comm ssioned and Enlisted: for the nonth of

May 1945.
af FO WO EM TOA
a. At Beginning 97 16 - 382 495
b. Net Increase - - - - -
c. Net Decrease 18 - - 25 43
d. At End 79 16 - 357 452
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Stations of Units or Echel ons:

1. Nanme of Stations - Dole - Tavaux A/ D, France
a. Date of Arrival - 2 April 1945
b. Date of Departure - Presently Here

Movenents of Unit or Echel ons: None
(1) From to
a. Purpose
b. Dates
c. Means of Transportation
d. Conditions of roads, conveyances and weat her:

Canpai gns
(1) Name - Germany
(2) Duration - From 1 May 1945 to 8 My

Qper ations
(1) Canpaigns - Germany

(2) Nature of COperations - Precision bonbing of eneny defense positions

(3) Number of Mssions & Sorties for period - 1 missions, 17 sorties
(4) Results of the nost inportant m ssions: Bonbs not dropped on
only m ssion the squadron flew this nonth.

Command Officers in inportant mssions - Lts. Hal bert, Holland, Low ey

Prigmore, Townsend; F/ O Kapl an
Losses in Action: Oficers and Enlisted Men:
(1) Mssion and Dates:

a. Killed: None

b. Wounded: None

c. Mssing: None

d. Taken Prisoner: None
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j. Personnel who have distinguished thenselves in Action:

NANVE RANK AWARD REMARKS
Br ai nerd Capt . DFC
l_b\,\e n n
Pet er son " " For extraordinary
Sher wood " "
WAt son " " achi evenent while
Lokan " "
Mosby Lt. " participating in
Mur r ay " "
Purvi s " " aerial flight.
Sel zer " "
k. Photographs being submitted: Four; showing interior shots of
squadr on headquarters.
2. Inclosed are the War Diary and Monthly Narrative of the
443rd Bonbar dnent Squadron for the period 1 My
1945 to 31 May 1945.
For the Commandi ng O ficer: -
TS el
ROBERT B. SCHNUR
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Squadr on Hi storian.
3 Incls
X War Diary
X Monthly Narrative
X  Phot ogr aphs
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MONTHLY NARRATI VE 443rd Bonb Squadr on 320t h Bomb Gp(M AAF

Mont h of May, 1945 Prepared By R B. SCHNUR, 1st Lt, Air Corps.

The highlight of this nonth, and probably the npbst inportant since the
Group's activation, was V-E day, toward whi ch everyone had been | ooki ng since
7 Decenber, 1941. It nmarked the half-way point in the greatest conflict that the
wor | d has ever experienced.

Matters affecting the squadron particularly, other than the cessation of
hostilities and the consequent non-operational status on which the squadron was
pl aced, were: the announcenent of the point systemby which EE M would be di scharged,
the departure for the States of conmbat men with the highest nunber of missions, the
i naugaration of an all-inclusive Educational, Athletic and Technical training program
and the announcenent, at the end of the nmonth, that all flying personnel would | eave
t he squadron, after which it would function as part of the 9th Air Force Service
Conmand, and be located, in the near future, within Germany for the purpose of

hel ping to di sarmthe GAF.
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SHEET NO. 1 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bomb Squadron  320th Bomb Group (M
Mont h of May, 1945. Prepared by R B. SCHNUR, 1st Lt, Air Corps
Day Event s

1. The nonth started out by 17 Squadron planes |eading the Goup to a target

on the Gronde Estuary, which leads to Frances | arge west coast part of
Bor deaux. Apparently the Allies want this German pocket cleaned out, not so much t to
open the port to incoming shipnents of supplies but as a P.OE. for troops
nmovi ng out of Europe after V.E. day, which at this point, cant be far off.
After three runs on the target, during which it was continually covered by cl ouds,
the Flight Commander had to oreler the formation to go to Cognac for refueling.
Due to delay in gassing up the planes, all the crews had to remain there over
ni ght. Wonder if the boys inbibed in any of the world fanmed | ocal product
while visiting there.

2. Today' s mission was cancel |l ed due to weather and an advanci ng bonmb |ine
Most of the Squadron was still either at or returning from Cognac where they
| anded to refuel after yesterday's m ssion and where the spent the night.
Sone of the boys slept in farmhouses and a few, it is runored, were billited
in, of all places, a house of ill fane.

The news continues to be good and everything points to an early end to

"fini la guerre". B.B.C has announced the unconditional surrender of all
German troops in Italy and Western Austria totally about one mllion nen.

3. For the first time in many nonths, perhaps since this G oup becane oper-ationa
no m ssion was schedul ed, a "coconut" mssion being the only activity
on the programand even that did not materialize.

"The flanme of the Barbary Coast" starring John Wayne and Ann Dvor ak

pl ayed | ast night and toni ght at the Squadron Theater.
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SHEET NO. 2 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bomb Squadron  320th Bomb Group (M
Mont h of May, 1945 Prepared by R B. SCHNUR, 1st Lt, Air Corps
Day Event s

4, Agai n no mi ssion. There coul dent have been one anyway as it poured rain

all day long. Mdst of the day was spent in the sack or whiled away with

vari ous ganes of chance. The news of another one mllion Gernman troops
surrendering in the North West c"\,hrrra'fhy, Hol | and and Denmark highlighted the day's
news. "Mirder My Sweet", starring D ck Powel I, Caire Trevor and Anne Shirely

pl ayed to packed houses at our |ocal cinena.

5. Anot her rainy day ands so no mi ssion. However, with the surrender of all
German forces opposing the 6th Arny Goup it is unlikely that these would
have been one in any event. It begins to | ook as though missions in the
future in this theater will be few and far between if any at all.

Steps are being taken to arrange for classroons in which the Arny's
| - E education program can be hel d.
Capt ai n MacDonal d, our operations Oficer, is |eaving our Squadron to becone
C. O of the 444th Squadron, succeedi ng Maj or Cahan, who is to be G oup
Operations Oficer.

6. It is now evident that the Group will no longer be in operation in this
theater. Practive mssions are being schedul ed daily. Those not so occupied
are already conpl ai ni ng about tinme hangi ng heavy on their hands.

7. Wth the announcerment of the German unconditional surrender to all
of the AIlies the day everyone has been waiting for, for nearly three and
one half years has finally arrived. V.E. day will be formally proclained
such tonorrow. Wth the exception of a few flares sent up the firing of
postols in the tent area (quickly stopped by the O D.) and the inbibing of
avai | abl e al cohol i c beverages by sone, the news caused little or no exceit-

enent, probably due its being a sort of anticlinmax after the starling
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SHEET NO. 3 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bonb Squadron  320th Bonb G oup (M
Mont h of May, 1945 Prepared by R B. SCHNUR, 1st Lt, Air Corp
Day Event s

Events of the past week. A nunber of Squadron Officers and enlisted nen were
notified to prepare to return tonorrow to the zone of the interior (USA)
under bl anket ruling that all with 60 or nore m ssions were to be given

8 that privil ege.

8. Menbers of the Squadron could be found at 1500 hours today gathered around
radios to hear M Churchill officially proclaifmtoday as V-E day. A few of
the younger elenent of the local population had a dumy of Hitler hanging in
effigy on a truck which nmoved up and down the main street of the village as
Aneri can, French and British flags were displayed fromevery house. O herwi se
there was no great excitenment attendant upon "fini |a guere."

9. The Squadron Officer's' soft ball teamand that of the 441st battled to a
9-9 tiein aganme called in the 9th inning because of darkness tonight.

This free scoring contest was marred by a nunber of clashes of personality on
the part of certain players. Wingart and Zierk were the opposing pitchers.

10. The Suadron Officers' soft ball team defeated the 444th's team toni ght 5-1.
The score was tied at 1-1 until the 7th inning when MDonal d, former Squadron
Qperations Oficer, now the 444th C. O and pitcher weakened and all owed the
hits which deci ded the contest.

A dog picture "My Pal Wl f" played to a full house at 2 performances to-
ni ght at our |ocal cinema

The Syuadron went through the gas chanber today.
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SHEET NO. 4 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bomb Squadron  320th Bomb Gp(M AAF
Mont h of May, 1945 Prepared by R B.SCHNUR, 1st Lt. Air Corps
Day Event s

11. Many of those with 60 or nore missions |left for honme tonight. The Squadron

12.

13.

14.

15

bal | team again defeated the 444th tonight, score 4-0. The "S.R Q" sign
was hung out early tonight at the novie. The reason, the picture"Wnged
Victory".

Al'l personnel who wish to becone part of the Arny of Cccupation were today
given the opportunity to volunteer for the sane. The main topic of conver-
sation today was the point systemfor denobilization just announced.

A nmeeting of all personnel was held today at which Major West announced
the plans for the future in the squadron. Anong ot her such plans which
caused arched eyebrows and not a few scows were reveille at the unheard
of hour of 06:50 each norning followed by a formation by Flights at which
roll will be called. Other features were drill, athletics, P.T. etc.

A qui et day, and not too nuch to do in the fair village of Danparis, gnd
thats just about what everyone did--- nothin, guess energy is being conserved
to neet the Athletic, Recreation program and these pre 7 A M formations
that start tonorrow.

The first week of peace in the E.T.O began with no little confusion in
the 443rd Squadron, at 6:40 everyone fell out on the street n front of the
school, and there was plenty of stunbling around. Roll call was finally
taken, then a beeline was made for the Mess Hall. The rest of the day was

spent in sone indulging in nild forns of athletics and | oggi ng"sack tine."

A lovely day, and by noon the sun was really beating down, sending the

tenmperature up to the 80's. A large nunber of men headed for the Squadron
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SHEET NO. 5 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bonb Squadron 320t h Bonb Gp( M AAF
Mont h of May, 1945 Prepared by R B.SCHNUR, 1st Lt. Air Corps
Day Event s

15. swi nmi ng hol e which is an ab8ndoned quarry, 3/4th filled by water froma
spring. Plans call for a raft to be built by Sergeant DeBold, the squadron
carpenter. O her personnel were scheduled to fly, this being one of the
two days per week a ssigned to the squadron for flying.

16. Word has cone through that General Doyle wants the 42nd Bonb Wng I-E,

A & R and technical programin full swi ng by Monday of next week. Qooh

what a headache the next few days will bring!!! Between now and then
instructors will have to be trained during a 2 1/2 day course to teach

| -E classes, registration of all personnel nust take place, and schedul e

made out. The mere thought tires the Squadron historian

Several O ficers and Enlisted Men have volunteered their services as teachers,
but there's still some question as to what courses can be offered. The E.T.®
policy was supposedly to start this program 30 days after VE day, not ten
days. C est |a paix.

17. Sone half a dozen nmen went down to group at 0800 hours to begin the 2 1/2
day course on how to becone a teacher ----in easy lessons. Imediately after
| unch, Sgt. Waldorn, from Group explained the |-E programto the squadron
assenbl ed, and all were told that choosing courses was purely voluntary. A
| ast on the bl ackboard showed the courses which will be avail abl e Monday,
and each man was asked to pick coursses up to not nore than 3, or none
if he so preferred. It might be noted here, that a tabulation later on
in the afternoon showed a helluva | arge percent of the nen signed for

courses that included Advertising, Algebra, Accounting, Basic Mth, Blueprint
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SHEET NO 6 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bombardment Squadron, 320t h Bonb Gp
Mont h of May 1945 Prepared by R B. SCHNUR, 1st Lt. Air Corps.
Day Event s

17. Readi ng, Business Arithnetic, Company Managenent, Drafting, English Conposition
Li vest ock Production, Photography, Psychol ogy, Speech and Tri gononetry.

18. Anot her flying day for some,free time for others, and nore headaches for stil
others. A directive canme down from Goup that all men will take 4 1/2 hours of
althletics per week. Pilots, Co-pilots and Navigators will take 2 hours of
Met eor ol ogy and Bonbardi ers 2 hours of "BAT' or Norden theory, all gunners
3 hours of Aircraft Recognition and everyone 1 hour of Mlitary Justice----
---all per week, starting Monday.Instead of too nmuch free tinme, we nmay
find ourselves with just the opposite.

19. The scheduling of activities for each individual went on apace today. Orders
are that no one will have anything to do Saturday afternoon and Sundays,
but the rest of the week is goin' to be mghty full. The 443rd's program
now stands: |-E, A & R and Techni cal Training courses on Mndays, Wdnesdays,
and Thursdays; flying on Tuesdays and Fridays. |nspections, and/or parades
Saturday nornings, and that's all. (That's enough, too!!)

20. Schedul es were posted today so that everyone wll know what his supposed
duty is, when he's to be doing it, and when ------- starting tonorrow.

A nmeeting at Goup was held,and it was decided that a few planes from each
squadron, on the flying days, will be pernmitted to nake "Cooks Tours". One
will be over the targets we've hit since com ng up from Corsica; another
will be up the Rhine to the Ruhr area and return, a third will take in
Lake Constance, Sal zburg, Berteschgaden, Minich and Stuttgart; and the
fourth will be base to Munich to Bertchesgaden, the Brenner Pass to Italy

Ml an, over the Riviers and North to Dole. Al personnel are eligible to
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SHEET NO 7 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bombardment Squadron, 320t h Bonb Gp(M AAF
Mont h of May 1945 Prepared by R B. SCHNUR, 1st Lt. Air Corps.
Day Event
20. make the trip and the quotas for rest canmps has been increased.
21. School started off with a bang----and sone confusion----- thi s norning,
but with it all, and the technical and athletic program no one should

conpl ai n about not having anything to do. There were sonme conflicts, but
intime this should be straightened out. The presentset-up is particularly
hard on the typists and the paper supply.Hugh long lists of nanes, and of
course, four copies are nmade of everything.

22. The first of the "Cooks Tours" were flown today and those that nmade them
report the idea a fine thing----- 800 niles of scenic beauty, with denvolished
towns as an added attraction. A couple of calls were posted on the bulletin
board. One was that all caliber .45 pistols be turned in i mediately. The

other was for nore instructors for the |I-E program Looks like a definite
swing toward La pai x.

23. Anot her school days, carried on in spite of intermttent showers that
cancelled the athletic activities for the day. Captain Young gave his first
lecture on "Mlitary Justice.". The Oficers will spend 8 hours on this
course and the Enlisted Men four hours. A notice was posted that On-The-Job
Trai ning prograns woul d be started next week. Classes will be held Mndays
and Thursday Mornings only from08:15 till 12:00 at the 304th Service
Squadron --- and the courses include Airplane Mechani cs Machi ne Shop wel di ng
Carpentry, Instrunent repair, Parachute Rigging, Sign Painting, Auto Mechanics,
Electricity, Radio Repair. Each course is limted to 6 nen, but they wll

only last three or four weeks.
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SHEET NO 8 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bombardnment Squadron, 320t h Bonb Gp(M AAF
Mont h of May 1945 Prepared by R B. SCHNUR, 1st Lt. Air Corps.
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24. Anot her cl ass day and another day of rain. Not too much activity was evident

25.

26.

and the highlights were that Captain Blutnan called in all gas nmasks, and
the related itenms, to everyones satisfaction. The nore we turn in the |ess
we have to carry when it conmes tine to nove. In the afternoon T/Sgt. Butler
gave the first of a series of four |ectures covering the history of the
Group, since it's activation, back in 1942. 'Twas a nost interesting account
and covered the period up to the groups landing in Africa and it's entrance
into conbat.

Overcast weat her sonehwat hanpered today's sem -weekly flying schedul e,

al though local flying was permitted. Another on the job training course

was offered, this to be given by the R T.QO detachnent at Dol e. Men signing
up for the classes will go to the station in town Mnday and Thursdays and
be taught the fundanmentals of Traffic Control and Managenent ---starting

a week from Monday. In the evening a conpul sory novi e"Two Down And One to
Go" was attended by all personnel. It explained briefly but thoroughly
redepl oyment to the Pacific and discharges fromthe Arny under the point
system Very enlightening, but not very hopeful for the Air Corps.

An inspection of the squadron was nade by Captain Newton in the absence

of Major West, who took a plane of nen to Brussels to spend the week-

end. Following the norning activity, interviews were held of all nen who
have a hi gh school education or better. The lucky nmen chosen fromthis
intervieww |l attend the University of Dijgon for a five-day-a-week,

ei ght weeks course. The subjects offered include the Arts and Sci ences,

and upon successful conpletion, a diploma will be given by the University.
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SHEET NO 9 WAR DI ARY 443rd Bombardnment Squadron, 320t h Bonb Gp(M AAF
Month of May, 1945 Prepared by R B.SCHNUR 1st Lt. Aur Cor ps.
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26. School will start 4 June, 1945 and the nen will be on D.S. to the 17th

27.

28.

29.

Bonb Group. In the evening the Enlisted Men held another of their locally
renowned dances at the squadron club

A qui et day, bright and sunny, gave many nmen a chance to do as they pl eased.
Only two things marred the peaceful scene. A retreat formation was held

at 16:00 hours and short it was, but still it was annoying inasmuch as
personnel were led to believe that Saturday afternoons and Sundays woul d

be free of all duties and formations. The other was the nasty runor that
the Gcoup is to break up in the very near future--- and not becessarily
return to the States!!! Oher details were |acking. The evening' s cinem
offering was "G eenwi ch Village" a technicol or nunber in which Don Ameche
naturally wins his lady fair.

The 2nd week of school, etc., and 8800 hours, sone 40 nen hopped on trucks
to attend their first classes in "on-the-job-training". These will be intense
courses, 4 hours each Monday and Thursday for three weeks, afld all through
the courtesy and coop eration of the 304th Service Squadron

Thr oughout the day Lt. Oto conducted Physical Fitness tests for all squadron
personnel. A record will be kept of how many chin-ups, sit-ups, etc a man
can do, and later on, re. in several nonths tine a man i s supposed to have

i mproved his physical well being. Cone 1900 hours, the assenbled crowd at
the Squadron theater was offered a two star nunber, "Between Two Vonen"

The title was better than the picture.

Anot her flying day, and several "Cooks Tours" were flown to Bertschesgaden
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29. Three Ordnance O ficers froman outfit in Gray were passengers and they really

30.

31.

enj oyed t hensel ves. Perhaps the squadron coul d work out sonme sort of |end-

| ease programwith themto turn our battered vehicles over to them fly their
personnel on seni-weekly tours of the E.T.QO, and receive back, in exchange
reconditioned jeeps, 6 X 6's etc. Mmm w shful thinking ! Mjor Wst on

orders to return to the States in the near future, was relieved of his comand
as Squadron Commander. To take his place, Captain Frank C. Bennett, Assistant
Group Operations Oficer was assigned. Good |uck AB and wel conme to the 443rd
agai n Frank.

Today being an official holiday, an "Air Parade" was schedul ed to take pl ace

at 10: 00 hours but low clouds and rain forced cancellation of the review, and
init's place the bigwi gs of the squadrons and G oup had a neeting at which it
was announced 16 full crews and pl anes from each squadron would transfer to

the 379th Bonb Group tonorrow. This information given to squadron personne
imediately after lunch, also carried with it confirmation that conbat nen

with the | owest number of m ssions would make up the roster of crews being
transferred to the 9th Air Force. OQther conbat nmen would return to the States
very soon, and the ground personnel would be sent to Germany for four to six
nonths to help denmilitarize an area near Nurenberg. VWat confusion, particularly
at the Orderly Room and Operations, as they began to prepare records for transfer
Ami dst rmuch running around, noney being paid as partial pay,shots given at the
Di spensary, Squadron clearance being filled out, etc.,------- plus the inevitable

packi ng of baggage---fourteen crews took off for their new assignnent with the
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31. 397th Bomb Group, and it can be truthfully stated that the departing crews

"Buzzed" this village of Danparis as its never been buzzed before. Each pl ane
pul l ed at | east one, and there nmust have been a majority of repeat performances.
Two nore crews will have to | eave tonorrow, then the old-timers of conbat

will be next to | eave. Everyone has an inward feeling of a sense of |oss.

It's like a teamthat's been together a long tine being split up. A

Oficers and Enlisted Men, ground and flying nmen have been through both

good and bad as a unit, and now it's the beginning of the end.
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