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DESCRIPTION OF AC‘(‘I'EN .
(Brief narrative of accident. .5 vda stat seaent of rem‘ua ’Lbi.lity and .

recommendations or action to pvc:vem, r°p«>+ 1vien) ‘ .

At 1100 hours, 20 January 1545, I inspected the wreckage of Aircraft #L3-3L605°
where 1t had crashed at a point approximately edght miles southeast of Besancon,
France at about 1510 howrs on 19 January 1945, bodies of crew members had been
removed but the wreckage had not been disturbed, although a blanket of eight inches
of snow covered the aircraft and the scene of the accident.

It was apparent that the aircraft approached .from ths direction of Bemancon |
over which it Iad passed at low altitude at about 1505 hours,  Obsetvers in Besancon
reportied that the aircraft was headed southeast under a very low-ceiling:and wes
evidentally in distress, It is assumed that it was aircraft #33L605 which was™ *. .
sighted as it was positively identified a.a a B=26 wpe medium bomber ca.rry:i.ng
yellow ma.rkinga, ) Lo L

. . -

After rassing over the crest of the h:Lll about B/h mile north oi‘ the point.
of impact, the airctaft barely cleared a farm house located on the southern slppe -of
the hll, Two hundred yards below the farm house, the ship left its first visible
mark on the ground where the cowling of the right engine had dug in, Degris was .
scattered in a southerly direction from this point for a distance of about a
hundred yards to vhere the main commtration of u‘eckage came t0 a stop,

It was apparent that the aira&ttamckthegwum;tafaimateepmgleon
the right wing, nacelle, and lower right hdand length of the fuselage. An eammination
of the engines and propellers revealed that the left engine was carrying power :
the time of the crash while the right engine was obviously windmilling alow:lybut

was not feathered,- Thé position of landing gear units and ‘the condition of the
two recognizable flaps indicated that the ship came in clean, The bombs had not ”
been salvoed but were in and near the wreckage, An investigation of the turret T‘

compartment revetled that no attempt had been made to jettison flak vests, helmote,
amunition, or éther heavy objects, - Do B

The disintegrated condition of the aircraft plus the snow coverage prevented
further accurate evaluation of evidence,

pate 22 January 1945 C —
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DISPENSARY
46TH GEN:RAL HOSFITAL (U.S.) '
APO NO, 419 Us Ss ARMY EDS/hah
. 20 Jan 45

SUBJECT: Investigation of Death of the Crew In Airplane Crash,

TO s . The Commanding Officer,
441st Bombardment 3Sq,

320th Bomb Gp,-A.A.F.,

APO 374 , US Armye

le On 19 Jan 45 at 1800 hours, on orders of the Adjutant
the undersigned officer want to.the scene. of-an-airplane . . .
crash In the vieinlty to investigate and report, bring in the
hodies of those killed, and secure their personal effects.
The following morning the scene of the crash was again visited
in daylight In company with the Commanding Ofricer and three
other officers of the unit to which the plane belongeds

2. The plane that crashed passed directly over the Hospital
1t 1505 hours, 19.Jan 45, at very low'altlitude and app&rently
In difficulty. It crash landed directly after in open farm,
land about 1 mileg south of La Veze (6 miles 8,E. of Besancon,
rance)s The plane was & B-26 with the numbey.334-625/08 on
the tail fin and was later identified as belonging to the 44lst
“ombardment Squadron, 320th Bomb Group, A.A.I'¢ There was no
leccal property damage. ‘ . . - . '

3. The plane came In over a farm house flying SSE parallel
to and just E of a row of trees (see dlagram), striking the
cround 200 yards S of the house.. The right englne, which it
seems was stalled,struck first, digging’'a hole 1 foot deep and
leavings a part of the cowlinges The fusilage then apparently
swung to the left, the left engine dropped out, the body broke
apart thru the bomb compartment, the night wing was completely
demolished along with the nose 'of the plane, the left wing turned
over completely and came to rest pointing back aléng the course,.
the tall howaver remained upright but pointed almost directly
ahead with sovere damuge to the right elevator, Two 1,000 1.
nombs remained in the center of the wreckage of the body but
two othera were thrown aheadsan additional 25 yards, From the
soint of impact to where the tall came to rest was 100 yards,
‘hers was no explosion or flre.

4. The bodles of the entire, crew of C were atrewn along
"1e course of the wreck (Sce numbers in dilagram), death was
'nstantaneous in all, The first body was found 20 yards
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BASIC: Investigation of Death of the Crew in Airplane Crash (cont:
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bovond fhe point of I1mpact, the-second. 10 yards further on and
a little to the right, the next two were close together in a
bit oft detached wreckage of the body midway along the course,
the co-pilot (1lst Lt) strapped .in his seat and wearing a
throat microphonewas.found just before reaching the maln mass
of the wrecked body and wing, the.pilot (2nd Lt), his head
completely in shreads and both legs entirely amputated thru
the thighs, lay in thé midst of’the main wreckage of the body
of the plane, The crew, listed!iri.the order their bodies were
found proceeding in the direction ,the plane was traveling,
«long the course of the wreck,. were as follows'

(1) uill, John C. s/Sgt, 1s~o71 505 (P) - 'Skull Crushed..
(2) Rahl, Lloyd A. S/Sgt, 36.570.208_(P) - Skull Fracturod.

(3) Tothammer, anry "P. 8/8gt,- 59,858,514 tg) - kull Fractur-
- m" Ty Ui, edo
(4) Bentas, Nicholas INMI S/>gt, 56.554 34b (C) - Concussion.
(3) Guaworth, Elmor L. lsR“Lt, .0°.019° 760 = Skmll 'Crashed,
(8) M¥cCurdy, Arthur L. 2nd’ Ltffcl 683414 "=_Entive skull

crushed,and in shresads, both legs: completely amputated thru
thizha, and right hand thru the palm. o ‘

{'“’L ¥

Bodies # 2, 3, & : 4 wore :the; only ones wearing 1dentifica-
tlon tazs; the lst and 2nd Lts. were.identified By, their collars
insignia- body # 1, the only": rémaﬁning one:was’ identified by

nTficers of his_organization. 'the:following morning, who also

orecked the identity of the 'two ‘11sutonants, s A-continuous

suard had been posted by the. 1oca1aME'a;at“the sitedor the

wreck shortly after the cr%gh AT ;
B i

5. The personal effects ‘ofde neluding - 5 rings,
and insignia of the officers,aWeree‘ d. carefully listed
qeparately. The following: mornidg«theyﬂwer “turned over to
Major Walter P. Fay of . thoirrorganization,¢together ‘with cOpies
of cortificates of death for “dachs” Bdéeipt "o the listed

valuables was given by him. e i 1
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SUBJECT: Crash of Aircraft gl3-3L505, - (Tellow 08)
TO ¢ All Concerned. ' . »

LY e ’ . T . ‘e ;.. * d O * . .
j// ) . o. . ° . r . ... . . °
. * HRADQUARTERS J20TH BOMBARIAGNT GROUP (M) AA® Ewfia2

Office Qf the Operations Officeg
APO 37k , US Army .

22 Jamary 1945

L[] 1]

1. Following is the report of radio conversation between aircraft ,
number 605 and.Sector Control (Boxcar) i.nmediately preceeding the crashs

Qe

b,

Coe

o et opey o oyt b 30

e g ey o e
RO o
.

The following conversatd.on‘took place on’ npm cnamelz
1438 - ‘Yellow 08 called Boxcar: for steer: to Dijon,
Boxcar asked for. transmition and gave steer of 290
degrees for L0 milese 08-asked him'to repeats Boxcar j“'
repeated and told 08 YOU ARE NEAR BESA.NCAN. 08 .sald v

ROGER 290 OUT... o :
4 YOU RECEIVE YOUR

-’ Boxcar - aa.lled '08 'and’

STEER? 08 answered: ROGER AND:QUT¢ = --v %Fu-=" -
1442 - 08 called Boxcar,.I BELEIVE TiLL HAVE 0 MAKE AN
EMERGENCY LANDING. ' CAN YOU FIX ME UP?:; Boxcar answered
IF YOU ARE ON 290 YOU ARE’ JUST, EAST OF BESANCAN. 108 said
ROGER AND OUTo . o '“v‘,fam :s%v.&mém :"« f"‘* e &5 e G2 .
143 =~ Boxcars. THE NEAREST FIELD WHICH IS ‘CLEAR WIIL BE
DOLE, STEER 250 DEGREES FOR!25 MILES, 0, Y0U 'mmc rou CAN
MAKE IT? ' 08 answered ROGER ‘250°QUT, i, - ¥ dbtil-
08 called’ AIRCRAFT HAVING ENGINE T:{OUBLE AN‘D m VE. 'm
BAIL OUT. ok *(,4@5:{ ‘iﬁ'\?“fgﬁ_‘r"*m%y«ﬁ s e .
1l)ly = Boxcar called *ARE -YOU STEERING: 250? No answer.,,
115 - Boxcar.called 08.three times:f No. answers .. ’;:
1445 plus’ =.Boxcar called 08% .answered.. BOXcar: asked
ARE YOU STILL ON 250?~~Nohnmrd}§ :
ME TRANSMIT, .YOUR ,RADIO;ISYCUTTING
146 = Called OBufiNo:answers i brr i
1447, -~ Called 08, mrmmmemus
11;52 - calledrthreg time;.

During the’ above cOn%qer on following fixe 8 were
U0 = WO 7952 1Lk3-= WO: 835 fﬁ: 1&145 WO 8559 -
1447 - A general: bearing _was en,by onefeta.tién. 4 Ship was

.

* Major PY)
Operationa Oi‘rioer.
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) DETACHMENT "A®
. AP0 667 U. 8. ARMY

SUBJKECT: Repo.t 8f Plane Crash.

TO : Operations Officer, 320th Bomb Group.

20* Janugry 1945

4
-

1, On 19 Jannary 1945 at 1630 houra, I, Raymond Mo Burns,.lst Lt.,
0~-1297488, 24lst P Co,, Det "A" coamander rsceived a telephone call from
the French police in the city of Besancon that a plane had crashed about
6 or 8 miles southeast of Besancon,. I called an ambulance of the 46th
General Hospital located in'the city ‘of Besancon and went to the place
z

where the plane had crashed. = -

2. I was the first American p%ésant ahd“upon arriving at the scene

of the accident found noons, involved in the crash, alive,

The ambulance

returned to the hospital and Lt Col: Spalding ;with help from'the hospital,
rezoved the remains.of the bodies to the 46th General Hoapital.; ‘wfvﬁ

'9 ‘-w

3. 1In the meantime I had placod tvo American guards and tvo Freneh
police on guard at the accident. Tho sc ne of: the accidont is still’ being

guarded at this tima._

4, I ceme back to my office, phoned
CAS advising them of the accident.

/Comminding Det "A"
‘2418t WP Co 2
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